Week 3
English Activities
You will need to access the Pie Corbett Talk for Writing Home School booklet for Year 2
https://mailchi.mp/talk4writing/home-school-booklets
It’s called the Magical Teaching Box – There is a letter for parents/carers at the front explaining the contents. 
The story of Pandora’s box is the basis of the unit. The story is told in the unit for the children to read and there is a soundcloud link so that you can listen to the whole story.
I would suggest that you listen to the story yourself to familiarise yourself with it, but don’t play it for the children until they have done the reading and drawing activities.
They may need help in decoding the Greek names Epimetheus, Prometheus, Zeus and even Pandora but don’t worry too much about getting them right as long as the children recognise that they are names, they don’t need perfect pronunciation.
However, if your child has a lot of difficulty with reading, you may wish to let them listen to the story or read it to them. They can still take part in the activities that develop their understanding of a story even if they find decoding words very difficult. 

Suggested way to tackle the unit: Either print it all out and the children can work directly on the printed pages. Or let the children read the text and instructions from a screen phone/ipad/laptop etc and then do the drawing and writing in their home learning books.

Monday
1.  Write the date and the title of the unit in your home learning book 
The Magical Box
2. Read the story…you may want to print it or read it straight from the screen.
When it says stop and draw you can draw straight onto your print out or straight into your    book…or even on a piece of plain paper and stick it into your book.
3. Read the whole story again or listen to it on the soundcloud recording.
4. Write 2 or 3 sentences explaining if you liked the story or not and what you liked or didn’t like about it.

Tuesday
1. Read the information about Zeus and draw what you think he looks like. Don’t forget to label the drawing, using features from the written description.
2. Read the story of Pandora’s box again and answer the questions. It suggests that they write the answers in complete sentences so they will not need to write out the questions if they are doing it in their books.   If they really struggle with writing, try to do some as complete sentences and the rest as shorter answers.

Wednesday
1. Put Apollo’s words into alphabetical order. It might help to have something with the alphabet written in order to refer to. Remember you look at the first letter.
2. Match the word to the meaning in the story. The easiest way to do this is to look for any that you are quite sure about and match these first. It may help to find the words in the story and read the whole sentence to help you. 
If you get really stuck with this ask a grownup to help.
3. Write some sentences using these new words to show that you understand them.

Thursday
1. Work with apostrophes. Don’t forget that they are to show things that belong to someone or something. WE DO NOT NEED TO USE AN APOSTROPHE WHEN WE ARE ADDING S TO MAKE A PLURAL!
2. Read the Magic Box poem by Kit Wright…and possibly listen to Kit Wright reading it online. 
Take your time to enjoy the works. This is a very descriptive poem full of really rich language.
3. Talk about your poem and write about your favourite item in the box and whether you think the poem is a happy or sad poem and why.

Afternoon activity: Make your own Magic Box…it could be huge or shiny and it may take you several days if you want to really decorate it. If you can’t find a box to use you could draw a Magic Box and decorate it.

Friday
1. Make a list of 9 of your favourite things
2. Write some verses for a Magic Box poem…use the ideas in the booklet to help you to shape your poem. 

